
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE – Participants 
gathered February 6 at the First 
State Bank Center for the Per-
forming Arts for a panel dis-
cussion to mark Black History 
Month.
 NCTC board of Regents 
member Jerry Henderson noted 
he is the fi rst African American 
member of the board.

 “I want to say thank you,” 
Henderson said. “Events such as 
tonight are pivotal in moving our 
culture to one inconclusion for 
the students of our entire com-
munity.”
 He also congratulated schol-
arship recipients who took top 
honors in the Black History Ex-
hibition student poster contest. 
Th e posters depicted images of 
prominent fi gures in African 
American history. Contest win-

ners included Warren Washing-
ton by Loretta Bartlett, Jessica 
Gilbert, and Maria Hernandez, 
Rep. John Lewis by Justin Jones, 
Melba Beals by Madison Milli-
gan, Susan Taylor by Karli Kuhn 
and Van Jones by Walid Saad.
 Henderson also recognized 
Robert “Bobby” Adams who 
started the program more than 20 
years ago. “He would be proud of 
us to see how it’s grown,” Hen-
derson said, prior to leading a 

moment of silent prayer for Ad-
ams.
 NCTC student Alicea Clark 
and TRIO Student Services Sup-
port participant discussed her 
life and her dream of becoming 
a nurse despite tough odds in her 
early life. 
 “I was born into a family of sta-
tistics,” she said. “African Ameri-
can, young mothers, 16 years 
old, absentee father, that’s where

(Continued on Page 12)
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GAINESVILLE - Cooke County 
Commissioners Court approved 
a bulk fuel bid for fi scal year 
2020 and voted unanimously to 
enter negotiations with Kamat-
zu for renovation of the Cooke 
County annex building during 
the regular commissioners meet-
ing February 10 in the Cooke 
County courthouse. 
 “As I’m sure you guys are aware, 
we’ve had to rebid this item,” 
County Judge Jason Brinkley 
said of the fuel bid. “We changed 
up the bid specs a couple weeks 
ago… I believe our bid specs say 
that we will base our bids on the 
daily oil prices index from Janu-
ary 23, 2020 plus vendor mark 
up.”
 Th e county had bids from Red 
River Co-op and from Douglas 
Distributing and agreed to split 
the contract. Th e county will 
purchase delivered fuel from 
Douglas and at the pump fuel 
from River Red Co-op.
 “It depends on which item you 
look at which one is lowest,” Brin-
kley said. “Douglas is lowest, it 
looks like across the board on de-
livered fuel.” He noted Douglas 
did not have an ethanol-free fuel 
tank but would have to place a 
tank in the county. Red River Co-
op is cheaper at the pump, he said. 

 Th e commissioners also voted 
to take no action on an agree-
ment with Simmons Bank Trea-
sury Management. Th e Simmons 
corporation is taking over Land-
mark Bank, the county’s deposi-

tory. Th e commissioners may 
have to open another bid for a 
depository agreement, Brinkley 
said.
 Th ey also approved state-man-
dated cybersecurity training for 

some county employees.
 Commissioners took no action 
on the FEMA grant or on the 
road use agreement.
 Th e commissioners opened

(Continued on Page 6)

Commissioners Approve 

Fuel Bid; Annex Renovation

 Holy Politics. Early Vot-
ing is here! Early voting is set 
for February 18 through 28 
at the Cooke County Annex 
from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. 
Election Day is March 3 with 
polls opening at 7:00 am and 
closing at 7:00 pm. Th e races 
are a huge talk around town 
with everyone starting to pick 
their favorites. Th ere are a lot 
of new faces, but this year I 
think we are in safe hands no 
matter who wins. Race is full 
of great people who will help 
serve Cooke County in the 
future. We have been running 
candidate forums for all of the 
contested local primary races 
in the past 4 weeks and con-
cluding in this edition of Th e 
Weekly News of Cooke County 
so if you missed them we have 
plenty of back issues here in 
the offi  ce. It’s always good 
to know as much as you can 
walking into that booth to cast 
a vote for our future. Just come 
on by for a good read!
 Good luck to all of the can-
didates. It has been a personal 
pleasure to get to speak to so 
many of you as you campaign 
and plan for election day. Now 
everyone get out and vote! 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week. 

++++++++

 Th e CCRSP will hold its 
next meeting on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25, 2020, at 10:15 am at 
the Stanford House in Gaines-
ville. Th e program will be pro-
vided by the Morton Museum. 
Lunch will be provided by Re-
naissance Care Center. Please 
invite a friend who is retired 
from a Cooke County school 
district and join them!

++++++++

 Th e Stanford House invites 
you to join them at their Senior 
Veterans Organization Meet 
and Greet on Friday, February 
21 at 11:00 am; Honoring Vet-
erans from Cooke County.
 Program: Guest Speaker Mr. 
Dale Golgart, AARP Tax-Aide 
Representative.

++++++++

 ABBA Women’s Center is 
having it’s annual fundraiser

(Continued on Page 8)

NCTC Black History Forum 

Focuses on Racial Issues and 

Finding Common Ground

Roses for Residents, A Good Deed on Valentin’s Day - Casey Klement and others delivered Valentine 
roses to residents at Pecan Tree Health and Rehabilitation in Gainesville Friday, February 14. Pictured 
are Brandon Eberhart, Corey Bullock, Casey Klement and Juan Torres.                         (The Weekly News  Photo)  

Celebrity Sweetheart Luncheon - Male participants including some candidates for 
county offi ces took part in the annual Stanford House Celebrity Sweetheart Style Show 
Friday, February 14 to help raise money for the Stanford House senior citizens center. 
The overall winner during Friday’s show was Precinct 3 Commissioner John Klement. 
Runner up was Lawrence Haverkamp of River Valley Health and Rehab. Third place 
fi nisher was Mark Middleton of Angels Care Home Health.      (The Weekly News  Photos)  
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Hometown Pharmacy
1201 Olive Street  |  Gainesville, TX 76240

(940) 668-7384
(940) 665-8859 fax

Rx2Go Prescription Re  ll Phone App!

EZ Prescription Transfer 
 • Patient Name & Date Of Birth
 • Prescrition Number
 • Name Of Medication

Hometown Pharmacy
 • Prescription Compounding 
 • Professional Nutrition And Vitamins
  - Brands We Carry
  - Nature’s Source
  - Metagenics
  - Orrtho Molecular
  - Pure Encapsulation
  - Superior Source
 • Pre-Diabetes Education (Coming Very Soon)
 • Functional Medicine (Coming Very Soon)
 • Home Medical Equipment
  - For Mobility And Bath
 • Compression Stockings
 • Elastic Bracing
 • Charlottes Web

WE FINANCE!

Vehicles Include Free Warranty Ask For Details!

940.665.2966

1601 Independence Ave • Gainesville, Tx
2016 Nissan Altima SL2014 Dodge Charger SXT 2016 Dodge Ram 1500

BAD CREDIT.
NO CREDIT.

NO PROBLEM!

CALL
 Trey Baumeister

TODAY!

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Tuesday, February 25, 2020
In Parish Hall on Jefferson St.  5 - 7 p.m.

Tickets available at the door
$5.00 per person

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX

GAINESVILLE EYE CARE

Glasses      Eye Exams      Contacts

940-668-7500

Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD

Lion of Entertainment 
Brings in Ray Price
GAINESVILLE – Lion 
of Texas Entertainment is 
pleased to announce, “A 
Tribute to the Legendary 
Ray Price” starring 3-time 
Academy of Western Artist 
Entertainer of the year, Billy 
Mata with be presented at 
the State Th eater in Gaines-
ville on March 7th at 7 pm! 
 Featuring the great songs 
which made Ray Price a 
household name, this elegant 
and intimate show also in-
cludes a 6-piece band which 
incorporates many former 

members of Ray Price’s 
band! Also featuring 4-time 
Grammy nominated artist 
Dave Alexander and RFD-
TV star Penny Gilley, the 
great musical hits are non-
stop and according to Mr. 
Alexander, the show has a 
big impact on the audience. 
“Ray Price was the Frank 
Sinatra of country music. 
Th e songs he sang touched 
a lot of couples on a per-
sonal level and I think that is 
what made Ray so popular; 
his ability to touch an audi-

ence in an elegant intimate 
way. Billy Mata sounds so 
much like Ray and with a 
band comprised of former 
Ray Price band members, a 
ticketholder is going to ex-
perience the closest sound to 
Ray Price imaginable. 
 Th e show has recently 
been performed at the Ar-
lington Music Hall and at 
the Greenville Municipal 
Auditorium and other lo-
cations in Texas, to rave re-
views.
 “Th e response to this show 

has been incredible! One 
of the ushers at the Arling-
ton Music Hall told me she 
had been an employed there 
for many years and seldom 
missed a show. She claimed 
this was the classist and best 
show shed ever seen!” ac-
cording to Alexander.
 If you are a fan of the late 
great Ray Price, or simply a 
fan of terrifi c country mu-
sic, this is a show you do 
not want to miss! Tickets are 
available at lionoftexas.com 
or by calling 888-918-0601.

DAR Awards Th ree Good 
Citizen Scholarships
GAINESVILLE - Rebecca 
Crockett Chapter National So-
ciety Daughters of the American 
Revolution presented 3 DAR 
Good Citizen Scholarships to 
local seniors at our February 
meeting.
 Th e DAR Good Citizen 
represents: Dependability: 
which include the qualities of 
truthfulness, honesty, punctual-
ity. Service: which include the 
qualities of cooperation, help-
fulness, responsibility. Leader-
ship: which include the qualities 
of an encouraging personality, 
self-control, personal initiative.  
Patriotism which is unwavering 
loyalty to American ideals.
 DAR Good Citizen ideally 
should be knowledgeable about 
our American Heritage. Th e es-
say is titled Our American Heri-
tage and Our Responsibility for 
Preserving It and this year the 
sealed essay focus question to 
be addressed was “You and your 
peers are our nation’s leaders of 
tomorrow. How would you en-
ergize America’s youth to fully 
engage as eff ective citizens? Why 
is that important?”
 First-place winner is Cody 
Th urman from Saint Jo High 
School. Cody is the son of Clint 
and Denise Th urman of Mon-
tague County. Cody has been 
in talented and gifted classes 
since fi rst grade and is a member 
of the National Honor society 
with a GPA of 4.7. In addition, 
Cody will earn his associate de-
gree from NCTC in May with 
38 dual credit hours. He has 
received the President’s Award 
for Outstanding Academic Ex-
cellence each year in high school 
as well as Academic All-district 

awards in football and baseball 
each year. Cody has been very 
involved in the Agriculture Sci-
ences program at his school for 
four years and has served as FFA 
chapter offi  cer each year and has 
attended Area, State and District 
conventions and participated in 
leadership and judging teams. 
He has been involved in the 
commercial steer program at the 
Houston Livestock Show while 
in high school and has been 
described as a “hard working-
dependable-get the job done-do 
it right” young man. Cody has 
worked the past two summers in 
the oil fi eld pumping saltwater 
and gaining valuable experience 
to help him in his future career.
 Cody has served the com-
munity of Saint Jo in various 
ways including participation 
in the Veterans Day Assembly, 
serving on the SJHS Environ-
mental Science Panther Pickup 
Team, and serving as an election 
clerk for early voting in the fall. 
As a member of First Baptist 
Church, Each week Cody leads 
puppet skits for AWANA and 
helps with children’s church and 
each month visits a local nursing 
home. After graduation Cody 
plans to pursue a degree in Pe-
troleum Engineering at either 
Texas A&M or Texas Tech (he’s 
been accepted at both schools).
 Second-place winner is Ma-
jor Eldridge from Muenster 
High School. Major is the son 
of Curtis and Vicki Eldridge of 
Muenster. Major is also a very 
motivated and accomplished 
student. He has a cumulative 
4.0 GPA and serves as president 
of the National Honor Society 
and class president this year. 

Major has also excelled in sports 
and all other areas of school life 
over the years. He has compet-
ed at the state level and earned 
multiple University Interscho-
lastic League championships. 
Major has served his church, 
Sacred Heart in Muenster, in 
various youth activities and in 
many community events. One 
event that was very meaning-
ful to Major was participating 
in the building of a memorial 
basketball court at Muenster El-
ementary School in honor of his 
late teammate. He described it 
as a signifi cant moment of his 
life. Major’s future plans include 
majoring in Biomedical Sciences 
at Texas A&M and then on to 
medical school.
 Th ird-place winner, Marga-
ret Krahl from Lindsay High 
School. Maggie is the daughter 
of Damien and Lucy Krahl of 
Gainesville. Maggie has an ex-
cellent academic record and is a 
member of the National honor 
Society and is in the running 
for Class Valedictorian. She has 
been involved and very accom-
plished in all areas of school life: 
including sports, theater, debate, 
student congress leadership and 
was named state champion in 
news writing. It’s apparent that 
her work ethic and motivation 
are very high! Maggie has served 
her church, St. Peter’s in Lindsay, 
her community, Abigail’s Arms 
and DASH, and is employed at 
the Cooke County Boys & Girls 
Club. Maggie’s future plans in-
clude attending Texas A&M to 
pursue an undergraduate degree 
in Applied Exercise Physiology 
and then on to TWU to earn a 
doctorate in Physical Th erapy.

 For information about Rebec-
ca Crockett Chapter National 
Society Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, please contact:  
Rebecca.Crockett.Chapter @
gmail.com.



Bobbie Jean
Lawler

Services
Bobbie passed away Feb-

ruary 16, 2020 at her home 
surrounded by her kids. A 

visitation will be held from 
5:00 to 7:00 PM Tuesday, 
February 18, 2020 at Geo. 
J. Carroll & Son Funeral 
Home.  A private burial will 
be held at a later date at Ev-
ergreen Cemetery in Paris.
History
 Bobbie was born March 
13, 1949 to Billy and Dora 
Chambers in Paris, Texas, 
where she grew up.  She 
married Donnie (JA) Lawler 
on August 6, 1964 in Paris.
 In 1985, she began work-
ing in the Treasury Manage-
ment Dept. for First State 
Bank where she accom-
plished 35 years of service 
on Feb 12, 2020.  
 Bobbie loved her family, 

job, sports, traveling, and 
had a special love for ani-
mals.
Survivors

Bobbie is survived by 
sons Billy Don and wife 
Rebecca of Bossier City, 
Mike and wife Shantelle of 
Gainesville, daughter Kym 
Teeters and Allen Chick 
of Sanger.   Grandchildren 
Payton Lawler, Micah Resn-
ick and husband Richard, 
Devin Teeters, Leah Horn 
and husband Th omas, Gra-
cie and Addison Lawler, and 
one great-granddaughter 
Hayden Resnick, grand-
daughters Sarah and Lau-
rynn Grimes and numer-
ous cousins and friends; fur 
babies Toby, Whitegirl and 
Mama Cow.
 She was preceded in death 
by her husband, parents and 
one granddaughter Lindsey 
Grimes.
 Th e Family would like 
to thank all of her special 
friends, her coworkers at 
First State Bank, Presbyteri-
an of Denton, Ardent Hos-
pice, Th e Rehab Facility at 
the Vintage, and A Servants 
Heart for the special care, 
food, phone calls, and visits 
during her illness.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

James Ray Long

Services
 A funeral service for James 
Ray Long, 77, of Gaines-
ville, will be held Monday 
1:00 PM Monday, Febru-
ary 17, 2020 at First United 
Methodist Church with Rev. 
John Fleming offi  ciating.  
Th e burial will follow in 
New Resthaven Cemetery.  
A visitation will be held on 
Sunday from 6:00 to 8:00 
PM at Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home.
History
 Mr. Long passed away on 
February 6, 2020 in Gaines-
ville.  He was born on March 
30, 1942 to Ralph Edwin 
Long and Ella Louese Opsal 
in Gainesville.
 James graduated from 
Gainesville High School in 
1960 and started working at 
National Supply Company 

as a time keeper.  Th ere he 
met Betty Ann Goldsmith 
and they later married on 
March 23, 1963.  Th ey had 
six children together.
 After National Supply, 
James started working 
with his good friend, Del-
bert West in his surveying 
company, until his retire-
ment.
 James love to volunteer 
at his church, First United 
Methodist, by maintain-
ing church grounds when 
needed and volunteering at 
Second Time Around.
 James also loved taking 
care of his family home in 
which he was born and lived.  
As a child he and his brother 
Wilburn, and his sisters Al-
ice and Sara Ann, shared 
many great memories here at 
the “Old Farm”.  With Long 
family tradition, the family, 
children, and grandchildren, 
along with many extended 
family members, continued 
to gather here.
 Everyone knew James and 
he never met a stranger.  He 
was always willing to help 
anyone he could, whether 
it was the use of his trailer 
or help with a vehicle, he 
would be there.
 James had many hobbies 
from woodworking to bi-
cycles, or just enjoying his 

family, he did it all.  He will 
be greatly missed!
 James was preceded in 
death by his parents, sis-
ter Alice Richardson, and 
mother of his children Betty 
Long.
Survivors
 James is survived by 
brother Wilburn Long and 
his wife MaryAnn of Fort 
Worth; sister Sara Ann Kelly 
of Tecumseh, OK; children 
Lee Long of Gainesville, 
Michael Long and his fi ancé 
Brooke Marsolek of Frisco, 
Cheri Newman and her 
husband Brad of Ada, OK, 
Camie Sokolosky and her 
husband David of Corinth, 
Jamie Long and his wife 
Gina of Gainesville, and 
Crystal Davidson of Gaines-
ville; grandchildren, Colby 
Long, Riley Clifton, Levi 
and Landon Long, Cole 
Newman, Landry Soko-
losky, JD and Jacob Long, 
Chance and Caleigh Jones, 
and Kenadee Jones; great-
grandchildren Noah and 
Adley Long, Jayden and Jax 
Long, Lucas Tipps, and Jace 
Vasquez.
 James is also survived by 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.
You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.
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IT’S YOUR  
HOMETOWN LOCAL STATION 

FROM HERE 

FOR HERE 

FROM PEOPLE YOU KNOW 

Re-Elect Gary Hollowell
for Commissioner Pct. 1

HISTORICALLY

FUTURE GOALS

• He has voted repeatedly to reduce the 
tax rate; it’s 7 cents per $100 property 
value less than when he was elected.
• Five new EMS stations have been 
added to improve ambulance response 
times in the city and county.

• Ten miles of paved roads have been 
added and repaved others.
• We purchased the annex building 
at bargain prices and renovated it to 
provide easier access to the vehicle 
registration of  ce.

QUALIFICATIONS
• He is the most quali  ed based on education, knowledge and experience.
• He has a proven work ethic as full time commissioner.
• He has voted consistently conservative, in the favor of the taxpayer.

• Continue to further reduce the tax rate.    • Continue to improve and pave roads.
• Continue to be a reliable, conservative public servant.

For those considering a change; change comes in 
many forms, is it worth the risk?

I ask for your vote in the upcoming
primary, IT MATTERS!

Paid for by the Gary Hollowell Campaign. 

North Texas Farm
Toy Show

Gainesville Civic Center
311 S. Weaver St

Gainesville, TX 76240
Saturday, February 22, 2020

9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
Admission: $5:00 for 12 yrs and up, 

Children Free

Early Voting Polling 

Locations in County
GAINESVILLE - Early 
voting for the March 3, 
2020 primary election in 
Cooke County is from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. each week-
day beginning Febru-
ary 18, 2020 and ending 
February 28, 2020 in the 
Cooke County Court-
house annex at 112 South 
Dixon Street in Gaines-
ville. Election Day hours 
are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 Cooke County polling 
locations for Election Day 
are as follows.
 Precincts 1,3,5,31 are 
at the Gainesville Civic 
Center, 311 South Weaver 
Street, Gainesville.
 Precincts 2,30,34,35 are 
at First Christian Church, 
401 North Dixon Street, 
Gainesville.
 Precincts 4,26,37 are at 

Hillcrest Church of Christ, 
1712 East O’Neal Street, 
Gainesville.
 Precincts 6,9 are at Cal-
lisburg Community Cen-
ter, 92 McDaniel Street, 
Callisburg.
 Precincts 7,28 are at Tab-
ernacle Baptist Church, 
305 County Road 194, 
Gainesville.
 Precinct 8 is at Callis-
burg Elementary School, 
648 FM 3164, Woodbine.
 Precinct 10 is at Mt. 
Springs Community Cen-
ter, 173 Mt. Springs Lane, 
Valley View/Mt. Springs.
 Precinct 11 is at Valley 
View Baptist Church, 504 
North Lee Street, Valley 
View.
 Precinct 12,14 are at Era 
Community Center, 102 
Malone Street. Era.

 Precinct 15 is at Myra 
Baptist Church at 218 
Bradford Street, Myra.
 Precinct 17 is at Muen-
ster VFW, 136 Ash Street, 
Muenster.
 Precinct 18 is at First 
Baptist Church, 121 Pecan 
Street, Muenster.
 Precinct 19,21 are at 
Conrad Hall, 431 Ash 
Street, Lindsay.
 Precincts 20,27 are at 
East Side Church of the 
Nazarene, 1415 South Ra-
dio Hill Road, Gainesville.
 Precinct 22 is at Lake 
Kiowa Lodge, 905 Kiowa 
West Kiowa Drive, Lake 
Kiowa.
 Precinct 33 is at Moss 
Lake Fire Station, 160 FM 
1201 ext., Gainesville/
Moss Lake.

GAINESVILLE – Th e 
Cooke County Library 
will host a special children’s 
class on Friday, February 
28, 2020 for Leap Year.
 Children are invited 
to help us hop into Leap 
Day. We’ll read frog sto-
ries, play musical lily pads 

and make a craft.  
 Th is children’s class will 
take place at 10:30 a.m. at 
the library at 200 S. Weav-
er Street in Gainesville. 
If you have any questions 
about this children’s class 
you can call the library at 
940-668-5530. 

Cooke County Library 

to Host Special

Children’s Class
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Editor’s note – Letters 
to the Editor refl ect only 
the opinion of the author 
and not that of Th e Weekly 
News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
to the Editor are claims of 
the author only. Th e (...) 
denotes areas that have 
been edited.

To the Editor, 

 I read with interest Th e 
Weekly News’ excellent in-
terview with current Sher-
iff  Terry Gilbert and Mr. 
Ray Sappington, candi-
dates for Sheriff  in the up-
coming Republican Party 
primary. Both candidates 
have extensive law enforce-
ment experience and both 
bemoan the lack of an ade-
quate budget for additional 
personnel. However, I’m 
confused when Mr. Sap-
pington criticizes the Sher-
iff ’s offi  ce for making traffi  c 
stops inside the city limits. 
If a Sheriff ’s offi  ce patrol 
unit is passing through 
Gainesville and observes a 
car speeding through red 
lights and endangering the 
public, would Mr. Sap-
pington have the Sheriff ’s 
deputy turn his head and 
act like he didn’t see it? 
I have seen Department 
of Public Safety troopers 
making traffi  c stops inside 
the city limits. Does Mr. 
Sappington disapprove of 

that also? 
 While the Sheriff ’s offi  ce 
continues to request fund-
ing from the County Com-
missioners for much need-
ed additional personnel, I 
think Sheriff  Gilbert and 
his deputies are doing a 
very good job for the entire 
county with the resources 
he has available. 

Jim Austin
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 Imagine this nightmare 
scenario:  A virus similar 
to the one raging in China 
breaks out in Texas.  Cur-
rent conditions and health 
care policies in our state 
would make such an out-
break diffi  cult to combat. 
Recently the world has 
seen a dramatic increase 
in the number and vari-
ety of new disease strains. 
Because viruses mutate so 
rapidly, it is hard to predict 
their course. So far, new 
strains have mostly been 
highly contagious but not 
particularly lethal (most 
infl uenzas) or lethal but 
not especially contagious 
(Ebola and AIDS). For 
years, epidemiologists have 
warned that it is just a mat-
ter of time before strains 
emerge that are both high-
ly contagious and lethal, 
like the pandemic Spanish 

infl uenza that killed over 
50 million in 1918. 
 Th e majority of infec-
tious diseases result from 
“spillover” events, i.e. 
pathogens from one species 
move into another species, 
often proving to be espe-
cially deadly because the 
new host has little resis-
tance.  When such events 
occur, they have limited 
duration only if the new-
ly infected population is 
small, not overcrowded, 
and unlikely to move to 
new locations.  
 Diseases are far more 
likely to spread among 
populations whose im-
mune systems are already 
compromised by poor 
health, poverty, malnutri-
tion, etc. Eff ective contain-
ment depends on fi nding 
the source quickly, identi-
fying those infected, and 
limiting their contact with 
others.  
 So what makes Texans 
especially vulnerable?  
 • We have a large num-
ber of employees working 
with animals. Th ink of the 
feed lots of West Texas, the 
chicken farms of East Tex-
as, or the livestock auction 
house in Gainesville.
 • Most of the workers in 
our food supply chain pres-
ent two major obstacles to 
containment: they have no 
health insurance and no 
sick leave protection.  If 
sick, they are unlikely to 
see a doctor and unlikely 
to miss work, thus rapidly 

exposing others.  Texas has 
the highest percentage (al-
most 20%) of uninsured in 
the nation, and even those 
with insurance report not 
seeing a doctor when sick 
because of high co-pays. 
As a result, Texas doctors 
could not determine where 
a new disease started or 
contain it.
 • With a higher pov-
erty rate than the national 
average, Texas has large 
populations with already 
compromised immune sys-
tems. We have all seen the 
pictures of dismal condi-
tions in immigrant deten-
tion camps on our border.  
Even if refugees are con-
tained on the other side of 
the border, pathogens don’t 
respect man-made borders.  
Poor housing conditions in 
our cities and the increas-
ing number of homeless 
present another health care 
problem that could esca-
late into an epidemic.    
 • Cities like Houston, 
Dallas, San Antonio, and 
El Paso are well connect-
ed to the rest of the state 
and the world.  Infections 
would spread quickly.  
 We must face the fact 
that disease in the mod-
ern world is not just an 
individual problem.  Poor 
health care infects commu-
nities, not just the unfor-
tunate few, and we are all 
vulnerable.  

Pat Ledbetter
Gainesville

Letters to the Editor...

Opinions

Patrick J. Buchanan

An Establishment in Panic

By Patrick J. Buchanan

From the day he entered the 
race, Joe Biden was the great 
hope of the Democratic es-

tablishment to spare them 
from the horrifying pros-
pect of a 2020 race between 
Th e Donald and Bernie 
Sanders. 
 Today, that same estab-
lishment wants Joe out of 
the race. 
 Why has Biden suddenly 
become an albatross?
 His feeble debate per-
formances and fi fth-place 
fi nish in New Hampshire 
all but ensure Joe will not 
be the nominee, and if he 
stays in, he will siphon off  
votes in Nevada and South 
Carolina that would go to 
candidates who might put 

together a majority and stop 
Sanders.
 Th e panic of the estab-
lishment is traceable to the 
new political reality.
 With popular-vote vic-
tories in Iowa and New 
Hampshire, Sanders has 
largely united the left-wing 
of his party and displaced 
Biden as the front-runner 
and favorite for the nomi-
nation. 
 Meanwhile, the non-so-
cialist wing of the party has 
failed to coalesce around a 
champion to stop Sanders 
and is becoming ever more 
splintered. 

 In Nevada, Sanders now 
has three moderate chal-
lengers.
 Biden, “Mayor Pete” But-
tigieg, who ran second in 
New Hampshire, and Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar, who ran 
third and took votes that 
might have given Buttigieg 
a win in the Granite State.
 Biden, Buttigieg and 
Klobuchar are all now head-
ed for the Nevada caucuses 
on Feb. 22, where Sanders 
is favored. And all three 
will be going on to South 
Carolina, a state into which 
billionaire Tom Steyer has 
poured millions of dollars.

 Sanders, however, is not 
without his own problems. 
 Not only is he anathema 
to the establishment, he can-
not wholly unite his party’s 
left-wing until his senatorial 
soulmate Elizabeth Warren 
gets out. Th ough she ran a 
poor fourth in New Hamp-
shire, Warren is also going 
to Nevada to off er herself as 
a unity candidate. 
 But as Biden’s hour is up, 
so is hers. And if she is not 
out of the race before Super 
Tuesday on March 3, she 
risks being beaten in her 
own home state of Massa-
chusetts. 
 Where does this leave the 
Democratic fi eld?
 Two candidacies, War-
ren’s and Biden’s, are in hos-
pice care. 
 Two candidates, Buttigieg 
and Klobuchar, competing 
to be the moderate alterna-
tive to Sanders, are in dan-
ger of canceling each other 
out. 
 Two candidates, Michael 
Bloomberg and Tom Steyer, 
are billionaires who will be 
battling on Super Tuesday 
to crush the scourge of bil-
lionaires, Bernie Sanders. 
 Bloomberg, the three-
term mayor of New York, 
upon whom the establish-
ment has begun to look like 
the last best hope of stop-
ping Sanders, has already 
dumped a third of a billion 
dollars into his campaign 
 His poll numbers have 
risen accordingly, and he is 
probably the strongest chal-
lenger to Sanders now, be-
cause, with his $60 billion 
fortune, he can sustain him-
self and his organization 
through the convention.
 But would Sanders lose 
gracefully to a plutocrat 
who deployed his billions 
to deny him a nomination 
Sanders has sought for half 
a decade?
 Would Bernie Bros, who 
believe they were cheated 
out of the nomination in 
2016, accept defeat and 
support a billionaire they 
believe robbed them of a 
prize they thought they had 
won fairly?
 Bloomberg is now facing 
more serious matters as a 
candidate in a party of mi-
norities. Here is an excerpt 
from an audiotape of Mayor 
Mike at a 2015 conference 
in Aspen, Colorado, ad-

dressing the crime-fi ghting 
tactic of stop and frisk that 
he used for years as mayor.
 “Ninety-fi ve percent of 
your murders and mur-
derers and murder victims 
fi t one M.O. You can just 
take the description, Xerox 
it and pass it out to all the 
cops. Th ey are male minori-
ties, 15 to 25,” said Bloom-
berg.
 “One of the unintended 
consequences is people say, 
‘Oh, my God, you are ar-
resting kids for marijuana 
that are all minorities.’ Yes, 
that’s true. Why? Because 
we put all the cops in mi-
nority neighborhoods. ... 
Why do we do it? Because 
that is where all the crime is. 
... And the way you get the 
guns out of the kids’ hands 
is to throw them up against 
the wall and frisk them.”
 Midweek, it was learned 
that Bloomberg, dur-
ing the economic crisis in 
2008, said that getting rid 
of “redlining” -- a policy 
by which bankers routinely 
deny mortgages to low-
income largely minority 
neighborhoods circled in 
red as risky -- was to blame 
for the collapse. 
 In remarks at George-
town University in 2008, 
Bloomberg said:
 “It all started back when 
there was a lot of pressure 
on banks to make loans 
to everyone. ... Redlining 
...was the term where banks 
took whole neighborhoods 
and said, ‘People in these 
neighborhoods are poor, 
they’re not going to be able 
to pay off  their mortgages, 
tell your salesmen don’t go 
into those areas.’”
 In presidential elections, 
Democratic candidates win 
90-95% of the black vote. 
After revelations of his can-
did discussions of the merits 
of redlining and the benefi ts 
of stop and frisk, Bloom-
berg may have a tough time 
climbing that hill.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: Th e Battles 
Th at Made and Broke a 
President and Divided 
America Forever.” To fi nd 
out more about Patrick Bu-
chanan and read features by 
other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators website at www.cre-
ators.com.

By Mark Shields

In the seven presidential 
elections since 1992, the 
Republican presidential 
nominee has won the 
popular vote exactly once. 
Th e lone GOP candidate 
to receive a majority of the 
national vote was George 
W. Bush in 2004. Bush’s 
election-day victory over 
Democrat John Kerry, 
who had, in most ob-
servers’ views, “won” the 
debates between the two, 
was explained by the re-

spected Democratic poll-
ster Peter Hart: “Voters 
preferred I Like over IQ.”
 One test of deciding be-
tween presidential nomi-
nees is, “Who would you 
rather have a beer with?” 
which is another way 
of asking which White 
House challenger the vot-
er personally likes more 
than the other. In short, 
our ballot for president 
is the most “personal” 
vote we Americans cast. 
Almost always, we pick 
the candidate with whom 
we are more comfortable 
and, more signifi cantly, 
the candidate whose judg-
ment and character we 
think we could depend 
upon in a personal crisis.
 As evidence of the 
weight of the “I like” fac-
tor in presidential vot-
ing, let’s look at recent 
contests: In 2012, Barack 
Obama, the winner, was 
rated 52% personally fa-
vorable by voters, while 

Mitt Romney’s scores were 
47% favorable and 50% 
unfavorable. In 2008, 
Americans had a rare 
positive choice. In the last 
Gallup poll before elec-
tion day, John McCain 
was given a favorable rat-
ing by 57% of Americans 
and was barely eclipsed 
by Barack Obama’s 61% 
favorable score. In 2004, 
winner George W. Bush 
was 53% favorable among 
voters on election day, 
while John Kerry’s num-
bers were at 47%-51%. 
In 1992 and 1996, vot-
ers liked Democrat Bill 
Clinton more than they 
liked both then-President 
George H. W. Bush and 
Sen. Bob Dole. Of course, 
the outlier election was 
2016, when both Hill-
ary Clinton and Donald 
Trump received historical-
ly low favorability scores. 
About 1 in 5 voters rated 
both candidates unfavor-
ably but, when forced to 

choose between the two, 
voted for Trump with 3-2 
odds. 
 But what about the 2020 
Outsider who’s on our liv-
ing rooms TVs at every 
timeout of every game, at 
every commercial break 
between weather reports, 
news coverage and even 
during the Super Bowl? 
Former New York mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, an 
authentic billionaire, is 
spending at a rate unprec-
edented in American poli-
tics. And it is paying off . 
In most recent national 
polls, Bloomberg -- on 
the strength of his wall-
to-wall media campaign -- 
has risen to double digits 
and as high as third place 
in some surveys.
 We know that Michael 
Bloomberg has supported 
and spent generously to 
back candidates and ini-
tiatives that refl ect his own 
priorities of gun control 
and climate change. In the 

eyes of some Democrats, 
Bloomberg’s political his-
tory -- his quarter-mil-
lion-dollar gift to South 
Carolina Republican Sen. 
Lindsey Graham; the 
more than $11 million the 
mayor donated in 2016 to 
Pennsylvania Republican 
Sen. Pat Toomey, whose 
narrow win secured Mitch 
McConnell as senate ma-
jority leader; and his en-
dorsement of George W. 
Bush for reelection -- sug-
gest his commitment to 
the Party in 2020 is more 
convenience than convic-
tion.
 But we do not know 
who Mike Bloomberg re-
ally is. Does he have a tem-
per or a sense of humor? 
Can he laugh at himself? 
Would we want him as a 
neighbor? Can he person-
ally ask the machinist in 
Dayton and her husband 
for their votes? Or is he 
a billionaire who, like so 
many people with money, 

is most comfortable sur-
rounded by high-priced, 
professional bootlickers 
who tell him how much 
smarter, more successful 
and more qualifi ed he is to 
be president than anyone 
else? 
 Th rough his sophisti-
cated and expensive TV 
and internet campaigns, 
we are learning what Mike 
Bloomberg wants us to 
know about him. What 
voters have yet to fi nd out 
-- and will not know until 
he’s in the arena, mixing it 
up with the other Demo-
crats and on the debate 
stage -- is whether we will 
like Mike.
 To fi nd out more about 
Mark Shields and read 
his past columns, visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
webpage at www.creators.
com.
 COPYRIGHT 2020 
MARK SHIELDS
 DISTRIBUTED BY 
CREATORS.COM

Mark Shields

Will We Like Mike?
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HORACE JEFFCOAT, JR
CANDIDATE FOR

COOKE COUNTY COMMISSIONER

PRECINCT 1

If elected as your trusted Commissioner, I promise to...
- Promptly return any and all calls

- Consistantly maintain roads year round, not just 
during the election year

- Be your full time County Commissioner
Pol. Adv. Paid for by Brandon Mitchell, Treasurer.

EVERY
VOTE MATTERS!
Early Voting Feb. 18 - 28

Primary March 3

KEEP

WHY IS 
DISTRICT JUDGE 

JANELLE HAVERKAMP’S 
OPPONENT ATTACKING 

HER RECORD?
Let’s Compare the Records

EXPERIENCE MATTERS
HAVERKAMP

DISTRICT JUDGE
The Name You Know, 
The Name You Trust
Pd. Pol. Adv. by Janelle M. Haverkamp Campaign.

Judge Haverkamp’s 
Years of Experience

Private Practice   3 years
County Attorney   5 Years
District Attorney   12 Years
District Judge  15 Years

Cooke County 
Deserves a District 

Judge Who is 
Dedicated to the 
Practice of Law

My opponent WOULD NOT address this issue 
when raised at BOTH the Callisburg and 

Republican Women’s forums.

Her opponent tried his FIRST jury trial in Cooke County 
just 3 weeks ago and speaks vaguely of assisting and 
being involved with cases in other counties, yet gives no 
specifi cs.  He says he has a “better plan” for scheduling 
jury trials; does he base this on his experience of ONE?

Her Opponent’s 
Experience

100’s

one (1)

# OF CASES TRIED 
BEFORE A COOKE COUNTY JURY

Judge Haverkamp Opponent

LESS THAN 
10 YEARS

IN FEBRUARY 2017, 
HE CLOSED HIS LAW 
OFFICE AND BEGAN 
A CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY CALLED HRT 
DEVELOPMENT GROUP*, 
WHICH HE STILL OWNS.  

HE ONLY RECENTLY 
BEGAN PRACTICING 

LAW AGAIN WHEN HE 
DECIDED TO RUN FOR 

DISTRICT JUDGE.

2017 QUIT
 Practice of Law*

Practiced law less than 10 
years.  Graduated law school 

May 2008 / Licensed May 2009

35
YEARS

*Gainesville Register, 10/26/19  *Texas Seceretary of State Records

COMPARE THE CANDIDATES
Tried and presided 

over

of Jury Trials

Marriage License
Requests Received
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
offi  ce.
 Joshua Neal Liby, 42, Sedg-
wick, Kansas and Sara Anne 
Recheck, 43, Sedgwick.
 Michael Scott Light, 30, 
Gainesville and Sarah Ash-
ley Scales, 30, Gainesville.
 Loretta Darlene Craw-
ford, 44, Edmond, Okla-

homa and Heather Nicole 
Wright, 34, Edmond.
 David Wayne Dean, 63, 
Gainesville and Tona Susan 
Lutz, 61, Gainesville.
 Jeff rey Allen Trammell, 
31, Gainesville and Ash-
ley Nicole Wagoner, 33, 
Gainesville.
 Russell Wayne Jones, 61, 
Gainesville and Rhonda 
Greer, 59, Gainesville.
 Rosendo Mendoza Perez, 

55, Oklahoma City and 
Marlene Alta Mendoza, 64, 
Oklahoma City.
 Matthew Glenn Davoult, 
33, Healdton, Oklahoma 
and Courtnie Carole Gee, 
29, Healdton.
 Jeff rey Lynn Hopkins, 52, 
Velma, Oklahoma and Lori 
Dee Hosler, 49, Velma.
 Roy Schuelke, 79, Gaines-
ville and Nellie Merie Reed-
er, 75, Gainesville.

Mountain Springs 

Hosts ‘Lasses & Lads’
MOUNTAIN SPRINGS 
– Ancient proverbs say that 
on leap day, “If lads don’t 
leap, the lasses may!” So, 
lasses grab your lads and 
head over to the Mountain 
Springs Community Center 
this Leap Day for the Lasses 
& Lads Fundraiser – Annual 
Chili Dinner with a Dessert 
Auction.
 Th ey all love the unique 
character of the Commu-
nity Center and the 1896 
Pilot Point Presbyterian 
Church auditorium which 
was added to the center 40 
years ago. We treasure the 
feel of the sanctuary stage 

area and its historical image. 
However, time and the ele-
ments of weather have taken 
their usual toll. Holding our 
responsibility to maintain 
the entire building seriously, 
it has now time to replace 
the glass in the six large win-
dows in the sanctuary stage 
area. In an eff ort to preserve 
the historical integrity of 
the building and to main-
tain the look of the current 
windows, we will need assis-
tance from the community. 
Th roughout the year we will 
be holding fundraisers to 
reach our goal of $8,000.
 So, please join them this 

Leap Day, February 29 at 
6:00pm for our annual 
Chili Dinner and Dessert 
Auction. Dinner will be 
free (donations accepted) 
and includes a bowl of chili 
or soup, cornbread, and a 
drink. Th en take part in a 
fundraising dessert auction!
 Th ey are asking the com-
munity to help support this 
fundraiser by donating des-
serts for the auction. If you 
would like to assist with this 
event or future fundraising 
eff orts please email us at 
mtspringstx@gmail.com or 
message us on Facebook. 

Saint Jo Riding Club 

Discusses Meeting
SAINT JO – Th e Saint Jo 
Riding Club met on Tues-
day, February 4, 2020 for 
their regular monthly meet-
ing.  On the agenda were 
several upcoming events.  
Th e deadline for submit-
ting an application for the 
Academic Scholarships 
awarded by the Riding Club 
is March 13, 2020.  Saint Jo 
High School graduating se-
niors have two scholarships 
($750.00 each) that will be 
awarded.  Th ere are 3 addi-
tional scholarships ($500.00 
each) that are available for 
graduating seniors from 
other area schools.  If you 
are interested in applying for 

a Saint Jo Riding Club Aca-
demic Scholarship, please 
contact Sarah Hess at 940-
736-0503 or email sjrcro-
deo@gmail.com.  
 Th e Riding Club made 
plans for their 3rd annual 
“Redneck Trailride” on May 
16th. You are invited to join 
us at the “Rednecks With 
Paychecks” property for a 
great  “off -road” experience 
(horse required).  More de-
tails will be available soon 
on our website (www.saint-
jorodeo.com) or on face-
book (Saint Jo Rodeo). 
 Twelve Riding Club 
members made the trip to 
the “big city” of  Fort Worth 

on January 18th to represent 
Saint Jo and to ride in the 
World’s Largest All-Western 
Parade. Th ey received a Pa-
rade Participation Award 
and many compliments for 
their eff orts. Riders repre-
senting the Saint Jo Rid-
ing Club in Fort Worth 
were: Faith Garrett, Hayley 
Marion, Ashley Fleitman, 
Michael Dale Clark, Rocky 
Roberts, Kari Ann Wolter, 
Roy Clark, Rita Blakely 
Hooker, Harold Sewell, and 
Michael Arvin Clark.
 Th e Saint Jo Riding Club 
will be participating in the 
Nocona Mardi Gras Parade 
on February 22nd and in 
the Medal of Honor Pa-
rade in Gainesville on April 
18th.
 Saint Jo Riding Club 
Monthly Meetings are held 
on the fi rst Tuesday of each 
month. Due to the primary 
election on March 3rd, our 
March meeting will be on 
Tuesday March 10th at 7 
PM at the Saint Jo Civic 
Center.  Th e Saint Jo Riding 
club always welcomes new 
members. During June and 
July, the Riding Club meets 
weekly (every Tuesday) to 
prepare for our annual ro-
deo.  Th is year’s Saint Jo 
Riding Club Rodeo will be 
held on Friday, July 31 and 
Saturday, August 1.

The Clothing
Closet Boutique 

203 Mill St. Valley View 
Thursday-Saturday 10am-3pm

BIG SALE!
Only $5 per bag 

Beginning Feb. 27



GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following in-
cident reports.
 Stephen A. Sharp re-
ported fraudulent use/
possession of identifying 
information in the 100 
block of East Church 
Street.
 Jill S. Gregory reported 
forgery in the 400 block 
of North Commerce 
Street.
 Gainesville Public Ser-

vices reported a hit and 
run incident in the 100 
block of East Hird Street.
 Juan Rueda reported 
credit card/debit card 
abuse in the 200 block of 
Santa Fe Street.
 De Quan M. Wilford 
reported theft of a fi re-
arm in the 1600 block of 
Elizabeth Street.
 Glen D. Sharp reported 
burglary of a motor ve-
hicle in the 1500 block of 
Nila Street.

 Shirley B. Phillips re-
ported fraud/forgery in 
the 200 block of Santa Fe 
Street.
 Fastenal reported crimi-
nal mischief in the 2500 
block of North Grand Av-
enue.
 Erin L. McKinney re-
ported debit/credit card 
abuse/theft in the 300 
block of North I-35.

Arrest Log
 Bobby Q. Lambert, 35, 

warrant arrest.
 James L. Queen, 32, 
possession of marijuana 
less than 2 ounces.
 Jason M. Evans, 39, 
municipal warrants.
 Lou C. Pope, 57, war-
rant arrest.
 Robert F. Nelson, 49, 
warrant arrest.
 Keevon G. Johnson, 19, 
warrant arrest.
 Billy W. Jeff erson, 64, 
public intoxication with 
third or more priors.
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Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports

Our Business is Growing!

We Offer:
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

98% Customer Satisfaction Rate in 2019

DRY CLEAN
SUPER CENTER

1001 E. California St • Gainesville • 940-665-0048
M-F 7am - 7pm (In by 9 out by 6) • Sat. 9am - 2pm

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU

FEBRUARY SPECIALS

Prices Valid thru February 29 2020.

Always Military, Police and 
Fire Uniforms Cleaned FREE!

Shirts $2.49
Wednesday Special. Every Other Day $2.79.

Dry Cleaning $3.29
Most Garments. Some Exceptions Apply.

Jeans $4.79
Cowboy Starched.

Comforters $26.99
Down Comforters $35.95.

www.drycleansupercenter.com

ABBA WOMEN’S CENTER 
All Babies Born Alive 

 

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER DINNER & SILENT AUCTION 
 

Saturday, March 14, 2020 @ 6pm 
Centennial Hall      504 West 4th Street      Lindsay, Texas 

 
ADVANCED TICKETS ARE $30 

FOR TICKET RESERVATIONS CALL (940) 668-4012 
or 

Visit our Gainesville ABBA Office 
214 N. Taylor & E. Broadway in Gainesville 

Monday-Friday 10am-4pm 
 

Join our Sponsors and Receive Complimentary Tickets 
Silent Auction Items are Welcome! 

Catered Dinner Sarah’s On the Square 
Guest Speaker Father Raymond McDaniel 
Entertainment Provided by Bonny Prescher 

 
Visit our website at www.abbatexas.org 

501©3 Faith Based Non-Profit for Community Center 
 

FREE SERVICES including Pregnancy Testing, Peer Counseling, Sonograms (10-20 weeks gestation), 
Educational Classes, Referrals & Material Assistance 

(Continued on Page 1)

and closed a public hearing 
on the replat of lots 1206 
and 1207 in Lake Kiowa 
Subdivision in Pct. 2. Th e 
commissioners voted to 
approve the replat.
 Th ere was no action fol-
lowing an executive session, 
but the court announced 
Justice of the Peace Olivia 
Neu has submitted her res-
ignation to take a position 
in the Cooke County Dis-
trict Attorney Offi  ce.

 Brinkley said the job will 
be posted through the end 
of February and offi  cials 
will interview to fi ll the 
term through the Novem-
ber election to early March. 
 Th e commissioners also 
approved a consent agenda 
which included minutes 
from the January 21 and 
27 meetings.
 Departmental reports 
from Commissioner Pct. 2, 
Constable Pct. 1, Compli-
ance Offi  ce, Commission-
ers Pct. 3 and 4, District 

Clerk, County Clerk, JP 
Pct. 1, Rural Subdivision 
and Septic.
 Fiscal Year 2020 budget 
amendments.
 Monthly bills. Judge 
Jason Brinkley abstained 
the vote because his father 
owns an interest in one of 
the companies on the bill-
ing list. Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Jason Snuggs 
made a motion to approve 
payment for Lube Plus and 
the motion passed 4-0.
 Payroll and all related ex-

penses.
 Out of state travel Kim-
berly Reiter, associate li-
brary director so she may 
attend the Library Journal 
& School Library Jour-
nal Public Library Youth 
Services Summit in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida from 
March 11-13, 2020.
 Service agreement with 
Idemia Identity & Security 
USA, LLC for fi ngerprint-
ing EMS employees.
 Surplus by salvage of 
Dukane microfi lm strip 
fi lm projector at the Cooke 
County Library. 
 Voting machine rental 
agreement with the city of 
Gainesville for May 2020 
general election.
 Annual fi nancial and 
compliance report for fi s-
cal year 2019 by Patillo, 
Brown & Hill audit of 
juvenile probation depart-
ment.
 Road bore agreement 
with Two-Way Special 
Utility District for pipeline 
construction on County 
Road 130 in Precinct 1.
 Agreement on consult-
ing services with Eikon 
for drainage analysis of 
proposed subdivision 
on County Road 2133 
Shenandoah Subdivision.
 Distribution of the dis-
trict attorney’s state supple-
ment.
 Donation of $9.40 to 
the Cooke County Library 
from anonymous donors.
 All members of the court 
were present for the meet-
ing.

Commissioners Approve 

Fuel Bid; Annex Renovation

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY – 
The following sentences 
were issued for felony 
indictments and filed in 
the 235th District Court.
 Kenneth Earl Ford Jr., 
35, pleaded guilty to the 
October 22, 3018 third 
degree felony offense of 
online solicitation of a 
minor and was sentenced 
to 5 years confinement 
in a state jail facility, re-
quirement for registra-
tion as sex offender and 
court costs.
 Payton Leigh Skaggs, 
23, pleaded guilty to a 
lesser charge in connec-

tion with the May 16, 
2018 first degree felony 
offense of engaging in 
organized criminal ac-
tivity, robbery and was 
sentenced to 8 years con-
finement in a state jail 
facility and court costs.
 Lacretia Jo Harbin, 44, 
pleaded guilty to the July 
24, 2018 state jail felony 
offense of possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 1 gram and was sen-
tenced to 6 months con-
finement in a state jail fa-
cility plus restitution and 
court costs.
 Howard Eugene Brad-

shaw, 59, pleaded guilty 
to the January 4, 2019 
state jail felony offense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 1 
gram and was sentenced 
to 9 months confinement 
in a state jail facility, a 
$1,500 fine plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 David White pleaded 
guilty to the April 15, 
2019 state jail felony of-
fense of unauthorized 
use of a vehicle and was 
sentenced to 1 year, 3 
months’ confinement in 
a state jail facility and 
court costs.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Cooke County et al vs. 
Amrich Inc., tax case.
 Robin Michell Edgett vs. 
Billy Dale Hall, divorce.
 Jeremy Evans vs. Vanessa 
Evans, divorce.

 Ovation Services LLC 
vs. Byron Justin Wood, all 
other civil cases.
 Dola Lanette Herd vs. 
James Justin Herd, divorce.
 Dean Domann vs. Lana 
Madison; M&D Cutting 
Horses, contract.
 
Cases Decided
 Will Mathew Merrett 
vs. Allyson Paige Merrett, 

agreed judgement, divorce.
 Carlos Omar Rodriguez 
vs. Santos Hilda Ventura 
Marquez, agreed judge-
ment, divorce.
 Shenda R. Coleman vs. 
Eric W. Coleman, agreed 
judgement, divorce.
 Joshua Michael Whi-
tesell vs. Kristina Marie 
Whitesell, agreed judge-
ment, divorce.
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Anonymously  Report Crime in 
Gainesville 940.612.0000

Emergencies, Call 911

Cooke County Sheriff 
Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Kevin Michael Schum-
acher reported theft of 
property less than $30,000 
in the 100 block of Oscar 
Cole Road.
 Ruby Jo Eley reported 
criminal mischief less than 
$750 in the 5000 block of 
East Highway 82.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
4 grams was reported at 
County Road 147 and 
County Road 172.
 Resisting arrest/search 
or transport was reported 
in the 200 block of Travis 
Circle.
 Manufacture/delivery of 
a controlled substance less 
than 200 grams was report-
ed in the 1000 block of 
North Commerce Street.
 Zachery Warner Bethel 
reported aggravated rob-
bery in the 1000 block 

of East Tennie Street in 
Gainesville.
 Mark Lee Rich II report-
ed theft of property less 
than $30,000 in the 700 
block of Th e Oil Road.
 Gary Lynn King report-
ed theft of a fi rearm in the 
100 block of County Road 
153.
 Manufacture/delivery of 
a controlled substance less 
than 4 grams was reported.
 Failure to comply with 
sex off ender registry was 
reported.
 Driving while intoxi-
cated was reported at East 
Highway 82 and County 
Road 142.
 Possession of a controlled 
substance less than 4 grams 
was reported in the 900 
block of South Lindsay 
Street in Gainesville.
 
Arrest Log:
 Cole Lee Smith, 22, ag-
gravated robbery, burglary 
of a habitation, possession 

of marijuana less than 2 
ounces, possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 200 grams.
 Shelchie Marie Ramirez, 
29, hinder apprehension of 
wanted felon.
 Neitha Ellen Tatum, 43, 
debit/credit card abuse.
 Hanna Nicole Carnes, 
35, possession of drug par-
aphernalia, possession of a 
controlled substance less 
than 1 gram, prohibited 
substance/item in a correc-
tional/CIV facility.
 Tina Ann Jones, 51, pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than 1 gram.
 Tiff any Leanne Dewey, 
31, theft of property less 
than $2,500, possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than 1 gram.
 Karl Wayne Barnhill, 57, 
expired operator license, 
failure to maintain fi nan-
cial responsibility, no seat 
belt.
 Lisa Maria Twiner, 56, 

public intoxication.
 James Wayne Carter, 
35, grand jury indictment 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams.
 Joshua Allen Cody May-
Maykee, 20, possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than 4 grams.
 Jeremy Mikel Stephen-
son, 31, terroristic threat 
family/household, assault-
family violence.
 Loresa Dario Herrique, 
27, resist arrest/search or 
transport, obstruct high-
way passageway, failure to 
identify fugitive/give false 
information.
 Cory Dewayne Lee, 32, 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon, unlawful 
possession of a fi rearm by 
a felon, deadly conduct-
discharge fi rearm.
 Breana Monique Llamas, 
20, failure to report felony 
with serious bodily injury 
or death results.

Re-Elect
Terry

Gilbert
S H E R I F F

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Reelect Terry Gilbert Campaign, Steve Kitchen, Treasurer, 10964 F.M. 902, Collinsville, Texas  76233

Since taking over in 2013, we have 
Transformed the Sheriff’s Offi ce 

from reactive to PROACTIVE.

2019
114

BURGLARY / THEFTS
2012

354

ARRESTS
2012 2019

496

1595 There is a direct correlation 
between the drastic rise in 
arrests from 2012 to 2019 
and the substantial drop in 
Burglary and Theft reports.

It is easy for my opponent to point out the 
road and drainage issues and the means and 
methods of the repairs, but it is another thing to 
actually address these issues with the manpower, 
equipment issues, budget, and weather 
conditions that I have been dealing with daily.   

SINCE TAKING OFFICE ‘17
Road miles in Pct. 3:  200 est.

FEMA road miles: 77;  60 complete

Bar ditches cleaned out: 29 miles

Paved roads resurfaced: 6 miles

Pavement rebuild program: 10 miles

GAINESVILLE – Th e 
Library will be off ering 
another “S.T.E.M.ed Up” 
class on Monday, Decem-
ber 30, 2019 from 10:30 
am – 11:30 am.
 In this “S.T.E.M.ed Up” 
class, students will design 
and make light up holiday 
cards. In this class, students 
will gain more basic coding 

and engineering skills. 
 Th e class is for children 
ages 8 - 12 years old. Th e 
class has 15 slots & attend-
ees will need to sign up 
to attend. Sign up for the 
class starts today until the 
class is full.
 Please call the library at 
940-668-5530 with any 
questions.

County Library Off ers 

“S.T.E.M.ed Up” Class 
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Bank Branch In My Pocket
“I’m always on the go. But with mobile banking, my money goes with 
me. It’s like having a bank branch in my pocket. So, now instead 
of going to my bank branch, my bank branch goes with me. I love 
mobile banking, just like my bank.”

A better way to bank.

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

(Continued from Page 1)

dinner and silent auction 
on Saturday, March 14 
starting at 6:00 pm. Th e 
event will be in Centen-
nial Hall, 504 West 4th 
Street in Lindsay. Ad-
vanced tickets are $30.
 For ticket reservations, 
call 940-668-4012 or 
visit their offi  ce at 214 
N. Taylor in Gainesville. 

King
Around
Town

by Grice King

Gainesville Receives 
Building Permits
GAINESVILLE- Th e city 
of Gainesville received 
the following requests for 
building permits during 
January.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 

permit was requested at 
2300 North I-35.
 Two certifi cate of oc-
cupancy permits were re-
quested at 1617 East High-
way 82.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 
permit was requested at 
834 West Highway 82.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 
permit was requested at 
3425 East Highway 82.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 

permit was requested at 
1325 North Grand Av-
enue.
 Certifi cate of occupancy 
permit was requested at 
2827 West Highway 82.

 Construction commer-
cial remodel permit was 
requested at 3601 North 
I-35.
 Construction commer-
cial remodel permit was re-
quested at 1800 Lawrence 
Street.
 Construction commer-
cial remodel permit was 
requested at 3333 North 
I-35.
 Construction commer-
cial remodel permit was 
requested at 1840 East 
Broadway.
 Construction residential 
new permit was requested 
at 1362 Green Field Drive
 Construction residential 
remodel permit was re-
quested at 914 North Mor-
ris Street.
 Construction residential 
remodel permit was re-
quested at 1425 East Cali-
fornia Street.
 Construction residential 
remodel permit was re-
quested at 1016 Gladney 
Street.
 Construction residen-
tial remodel permit was 
requested at 1119 South 
Howeth Street.
 Construction residential 
remodel permit was re-
quested at 715 South Cle-
ments Street.
 Demolition permit com-
mercial was requested at 
504 North Taylor Street.
 Demolition permit com-
mercial was requested at 
515 Fletcher Street.

 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
903 Mill Street.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential, plumbing permit 
residential were requested 
at 1509 Lanius Street.
 Electrical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1212 Elmwood Street.
 Electrical permit residen-
tial was requested at 1312 
North Clements Street.
 Fence permit residen-
tial was requested at 1200 
Wine Street.
 Fence permit residential 
was requested at 1006 Ty-
ler Street.
 Fire sprinkler permit was 
requested at 201 Culber-
son Street.
 Fire sprinkler permit was 
requested at 3590 North 
I-35.
 Flatwork permit was re-
quested at 1710 Morning-
side Drive.
 Flatwork permit was re-
quested at 8 Brookhollow 
Circle.
 Flatwork permit was re-
quested at 1921 Rice Av-
enue.
 Mechanical permit com-
mercial was requested at 
101 North Grand Avenue.
 Mechanical permit com-
mercial was requested at 
104 West Hird Street.
 Mechanical permit resi-
dential was requested at 
903 Mill Street.
 Mechanical permit 
residential was requested 
at 1425 East California 
Street.
 Plumbing permit com-
mercial was requested at 
800 West Highway 82.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
117 East Scott Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1806 Culberson Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1604 Roy Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1305 Anthony Street.
 Plumbing permit was re-
quested at 705 South Den-
ton Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1122 North Weaver Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1114 Whaley Drive.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
610 Potter Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested 
at 1112 North Howeth 
Street.
 Plumbing permit resi-
dential was requested at 
1530 Roy Street.
 Roofi ng permit commer-
cial was requested at 1103 
East California.
 Roofi ng permit commer-
cial was requested at 1311 
North Grand Avenue.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 321 

Ashland Court.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 807 
Line Drive.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1308 
Rebecca Drive.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 4 Fox 
Hollow.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 309 
East Pecan Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 101 
Davis Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 417 
Holly Lane.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1917 
Tulane Avenue.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 703 
Lynch Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1107 
Belmont Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 208 
South Howeth Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1900 
Greenbriar Drive.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 213 
South Clements Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1400 
Cherry Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 407 
South Morris Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1805 
North Weaver Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 507 
South Chestnut Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1312 
East Garnett Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1425 
Cherry Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1300 
Lynwood Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 508 
Walter Road.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 733 
North Weaver.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 228 
East Garnett Street.

(Continued on Page 9)

Great Job Jasper! - Jasper Conner’s animated 
fi lm has made it past the 3 preliminary rounds and 
has advanced to the State UIL Film Finals! Only 
six short fi lms spanning 4A through 6A made the 
fi nals. His fi lm will be presented along with the 
other State Finalists in Austin at the Paramount 
Theater on February 25, 2020.   (Courtesy Photo)  
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 Darla Barr is a Republi-
can candidate for Precinct 
1 County Constable. She 
retired as a game warden 
from the Texas Wildlife 
Department but retains a 
special game warden sta-
tus. She has been married 
to Tom Barr for 31 years 
and the couple live in 
the northeastern Cooke 
County area.
 Tell us a little bit about 
yourself:
 I actually started in law 
enforcement as a part-
time dispatcher and then 
went to a corrections of-
fi cer here at Cooke Coun-
ty. I worked a couple of 
other second jobs while I 
was doing the correction-
al offi  cer’s position. I was 
a narcotic canine handler 
for private investigations, 
and I also did street patrol 
as the fi rst female offi  cer in 
Whitesboro and that was 
on a reserve basis on vol-
unteer time just to keep 
getting my education and 
experience in law enforce-
ment before applying to 
the Texas Game Warden 
Academy and being ac-
cepted to that in 1992. 
I am also currently sub-
stitute teaching at Callis-
burg ISD in the ag classes. 
What a great opportunity 
to give students a positive 
law-enforcement interac-
tion, provide a need for 
the school as well as being 
a source of school security 
at the same time.
 Tell the voters what a 
constable does and how 

are you better qualifi ed 
if elected?
 Th e primary duties of 
the constable is to pro-
vide courtroom secu-
rity and security for the 
judge in criminal and 
civil cases, and they are 
responsible for the civil 
processes originating 
from that court. Th at 
could include writs. It 
could include subpoenas, 
garnishments, multiple 
things as well as some of 
the civil process service 
that comes out of the 
235th District Court re-
garding child support or 
custody or those types of 
things as well as anything 
that comes in from out 
of county… It is a law-
enforcement position, 
and you can be a force 
multiplier for the other 
law-enforcement agen-
cies within your district 
to keep eyes and ears out 
to see what’s going on. 
While you are serving 
these service papers, you 
could still witness or see 
something that doesn’t 
look right and make the 
law-enforcement contact 
and that aspect. You’re 
working weekends, holi-
days, time off  the clock. 
You’re checking hunt-
ers. You’re checking fi sh-
ermen. You’re helping 
with rescues. We have 
high water rescues. You 
have boat rescues. You 
have lost individuals, to 
go along with any other 
type of law enforcement. 
So, it’s a combined law-
enforcement duty of ev-
erything, and normally 
you are working solo and 
you knew that going into 
it.
 How does a constable 
provide support to the 
community?
 Well, again, part of that 
is if you work with your 
local law enforcement, 
you try to fi nd out what’s 
going on in the area of re-

sponsibility. Are you hav-
ing break-ins? Are there 
suspicious persons re-
ports? Or there suspicious 
vehicles that are connect-
ed with possible crimes in 
the areas? If you fi nd that 
out, you can be another 
set of boots on the ground 
to assist in determining 
crime and also just visibil-
ity. You know, being out. 
Being seen. With working 
in multiple county areas, 
when I fi rst started out in 
Dallas County, we had 14 
JP precincts. So with hav-
ing multiple chances to 
view, see how constables 
work in diff erent areas, 
I can take the best parts 
of their aspects and then 
add it to what’s already in 
place here just to enhance 
the offi  ce, the duties and 
how it is conducted here.
 Are you responsible 
for the constable’s bud-
get, and if so what would 
you change?
 You are part of the 
county elected offi  cials. 
Th ere is a budget. You are 
responsible for setting and 
conducting your budget. 
You set your budget for 
your maintenance, your 
vehicle, any other items 
or things which may be 
necessary, your training, 
so you do have that stan-
dard budget to set.
 What are the needs of 
Precinct 1?
 Th at can be diffi  cult to 
assess at this point, but 
with the new child pro-
tective service court that’s 
coming in, there may be 
some additional needs de-
pending on the amount 
of civil services that arise 
out of that as well as 
maybe equipment-wise, 
but those are going to be 
things that would have to 
be assessed once obtain-
ing the position and tak-
ing inventory and seeing 
the working parts that are 
going to enhance the du-
ties that you’ll be doing.

Cooke County Candidate Forum
Cooke County Constable Pct. 1

Cooke County Candidate Forum highlights those candidates who are in a contested race in the March 3 primary election. Cooke County Can-
didate Forum is presented by The Weekly News of Cooke County to help readers fi nd out more about the candidates. All candidates were asked 
the same questions. Candidate interviews were conducted by Delania Raney, Staff Writer of The Weekly News. The last day to register to vote is 
February 3. Early voting is set for February 18-28. The election is March 3, 2020.

Darla Barr
Republican

 Mark Westbrook is a 
Republican candidate for 
Precinct 1 Constable. He 
has been a police offi  cer 
for more than 25 years 
in Cooke County. He 
worked for the Cooke 
County Sheriff  Offi  ce 
and is currently em-
ployed by North Central 
Texas College. He’s been 
married almost 45 years, 
He has two children, 
Callie and Christopher 
and six grandchildren. 
 Tell us a little bit 
about yourself:
 I’ve worked for North 
Central Texas College for 
almost three years. I’ve 
got vast experience when 
I worked for the sheriff ’s 
offi  ce in diff erent variet-
ies of enforcement, dif-
ferent types of calls. Of 
I course I worked traffi  c 
and all those kinds of 
things.
 Tell the voters what a 
constable does and how 
you are better qualifi ed 
if elected.
 Two major issues that 
a constable takes care 
of are courtroom bailiff  
and courtroom security. 
Th at’s mandated by the 
state. Th at’s responsibil-
ity. Th e other responsi-
bility is they will serve 
citations, writs which 
come out of the JP war-
rant court. I have a lot 
of experience serving pa-
pers because I’ve done it 
some for the sheriff ’s of-
fi ce. I was also a private 
process server for, maybe 

two years, maybe lon-
ger and at times before 
we got a dedicated team 
for the transport to the 
courthouse, the deputies 
would transport up here 
and I got a lot of that de-
tail too so I’ve got court-
room security. Th ose are 
the two main things a 
constable does and I’ve 
got experience doing 
both of those through 
the sheriff ’s offi  ce. Th en 
again, I’ll be out in the 
county if I see something 
going on, I have all the 
powers of a police offi  -
cer that I can take care of 
something if I see it go-
ing on. 
 How does a constable 
provide support to the 
community?
 Again, the number one 
concern of a constable is 
court room security. I’ve 
been a bailiff  for the JP 
judge. After that again you 
go out. You have the pa-
perwork to serve. Again, 
the courts get backed up 
because you don’t have 
the paperwork served and 
all that type of things. Gas 
and maintenance will be a 
big issue. You only get so 
much per year. Can it be 
amended? I’m assuming 
it can but again, I haven’t 
held this offi  ce so I can’t 
answer that 100 percent. 
But I would like to see a 
little bit bigger budget 
for fuel. Traffi  c enforce-
ment is another issue that 
a constable can do if they 
choose to. My main con-
cern about traffi  c enforce-
ment would be safety-
related issues. I think it 
would help if the sheriff ’s 
department had radar in 
their cars. I don’t know 
that they do. 
 Are you responsible 
for the constable’s bud-
get? If so, what would 
you change?
 Th at’s something that 
I would have to address 
when I’m elected. I have 

not seen the budget so I 
don’t know what it is at 
this point. You put in a 
budget and the commis-
sioners go over it and 
they approve it or not or 
start telling you to take a 
knife to it where it needs 
to be trimmed down. I 
think the offi  ce is under 
utilized. You have to be 
out in the county serving 
a lot of papers for the JP 
court and by doing that 
you move things along 
in the court house so 
they are not stacking up. 
While you’re out there 
doing that, if you are in a 
marked unit that is a de-
terrent. 
 What are the needs of 
Precinct 1?
 Funding is always a 
concern as the offi  ce is 
supported with tax pay-
er’s money. I am a conser-
vative and I will only re-
quest tax dollars that the 
offi  ce needs to perform 
the job that is expected 
of the Constable Offi  ce. 
 I think a good vehicle 
is a must and should 
be a police package as 
those vehicles have bet-
ter suspension, brakes, 
etc., because there could 
be times that a constable 
may have to respond to a 
scene or incident that he’s 
close too and having a 
good vehicle only makes 
good sense to me. Th e 
current vehicle for Pct. 
1 Constable may be all 
that’s needed at this time 
and if so that’ll work for 
me. 
 I will look at the bud-
get that Constable Wat-
son has now and go over 
it to see if I think any 
changes need to be made 
or adopt it as it currently 
is. 
 I will be open to my 
constituents and be re-
sponsive to their needs 
and/or questions if I’m 
elected to serve as their 
constable.  

Mark Westbrook
Republican

Early Voting 
Early Voting 

Starts
February 18 - February 

28, 2020
Open at 8:00 am and 

Close at 6:00 pm

Gainesville Receives 
Building Permits
(Continued from Page 8)

 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1304 
Magnolia Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1425 
East California Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1705 
Floral Drive.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 2013 
Ashland Drive.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1113 
Belmont Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1001 
East Pecan Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 802 

Mill Street.
 Roofi ng permit residen-
tial was requested at 1001 
Parkwood Court.
 Sign permit was request-
ed at 801 North I-35.
 Sign permit was re-
quested at 308 East 
Broadway.
 Sign permit was re-
quested at 400 East Cali-
fornia Street.
 Th ree sign permits and 
a solar panel permit were 
requested at 834 West 
Highway 82.
 Validate electrical per-
mit was requested at 1362 
Green Field Drive.
 Validate electrical, vali-
date mechanical permits 
were requested at 1384 

Orange Blossom Court.
 Validate electrical per-
mit was requested at 2 
One Horse Lane.
 Validate electrical, vali-
date mechanical, validate 
plumbing  permits were 
requested at 3333 North 
I-35.
 Validate electrical, 
plumbing permits were 
requested at 221 West 
Tennie Street.
 Validate electrical, vali-
date plumbing permits 
were requested at 306 
Harvey Street.
 Validate electrical, vali-
date plumbing permits 
were requested at 1358 
Green Field Drive.
 Validate electrical, vali-

date plumbing permits 
were requested at 1337 
Green Field Drive.
 Validate electrical per-
mit was requested at 520 
South Weaver Street.
 Validate electrical, me-
chanical, plumbing per-
mits were requested at 
1362 Green Field Drive.
 Validate electrical per-
mit was requested at 1363 
Orange Blossom Court.
 Validate mechanical 
permit was requested at 
1307 Anthony Street.
 Validate mechanical 
permit was requested at 
1326 Green Field Drive.
 Validate plumbing per-
mit was requested at 520 
South Weaver Street.

March 3 Texas Primary
Election Day Polls open at 7:00 am and Close at 7:00 pm
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Crossword Puzzle AnswersCrossword Puzzle Answers

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
        

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

“The details make the difference
& quality is non-negotiable.”

BUILD • REM
O

DEL • REPAIR
REPLACE • RESTO

RE
JEFF PO

LLE
Y

JeffPolley.com
Collinsville, TX

jtpolley@gm
ail.com

972.658.3125

Help Wanted

Caregivers Needed! Ex-
perience required.  If you 
are eager and ready to 
work in a rewarding fi eld 
caring for elderly; pass 
background check; pass 
drug screening. If you are 
able to work 4 days/24 hr. 
living rotation. Then we 
may have the career move 
for you! Earn $2280 a 
month you work 4 days 
then back home for 4 
days. Call Seven Sisters 
for appointment. 903-
813-8477.
                                                                   12/25

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Legal Notices

Meet Fancy- a spunky, 
charismatic man with a 
heart of gold and a person-
ality as sweet as your fa-
vorite candy! Fancy would 
thrive in a home with hu-
man friends of all ages and 
no other feline siblings. 
He prefers to be the king 
of his kingdom. Fancy is 
looking for someone who 
wants a lot of cuddles 
and will allow him to rub 
against you affectionately. 
He likes to be carried and 
loved on all the time. He 

has such a huge heart and is ready to love his forever 
family unconditionally. This sweet, goofy man makes 
it impossible not to fall in love with him! Fancy has 
been neutered, microchipped, and up to date on all his 
age appropriate vaccinations. Fancy is go home ready 
today and can not wait to meet you!

Animal Adoption

Don’t just hang signs 
for your Garage, Mov-
ing or Estate Sale, 
show it to the entire 
county! Advertise them 
in The Weekly News of 
Cooke County for as 
little as $7.50 per week. 
Just give us a call at 
940.665.2320 or visit 
our website at www.
theweeklynewscc.com.

Estate 
Sales

Caregivers needed!!! Local hearts is a non-medical 
home care business servicing Cooke, Grayson, Den-
ton and Montague Counties. They provide assistance 
with transportation, medication reminders, grooming, 
housekeeping and pre/post-op care.  Must be 18 or 
older, have some experience with helping seniors and 
providing non-medical home care.  Shifts may vary de-
pending on patients needs. Call 940-736-0496 or email 
localhearts2019@gmail.com.
                                                                    01/29

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, 
fl at rate price to help you fulfi l your legal obligations. 
Give us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320 or visit us 
online day or night at www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

CNA’s Needed for
2p-10p & 10p-6a Shifts, 

Double Weekends & PRNble Weekends & 

1900 E California St | Gainesville TX 76240
469-240-1065

Gainesville Domino’s is now hiring Drivers- Flexible 
hours and Sign on BONUS! Apply within or online.
                                                                     01/29

Cooke County Quality 
Home Improvments

Now Offering Complete
Plumbing Services.

Call Today!
940-668-0678

Lic#39398

Services

100 Acres +\- Land Auction with 
Barn/Shop In Cooke County Texas.

CR 414, Muenster, TX 76252

AUCTION PRO AND APPRAISALS LP
ADAM ARENDT TX LIC#18088

940-727-8336  |  AUCTIONPROLP@GMAIL.COM

100 acres +/- 60’ x 40’ metal barn with concrete  oor. 
house pad area for trailer house or RV with electric me-
ter and septic, gated entry way with cattle guard. Barb 
has one bathroom with shower, wood stove piping, two 
horse stalls, large cedar board tack room with loft stor-
age, tool room with locking door, walk in freezer, kitch-
en area with sink, hot water, septic, over hangs on two 
sides of barn, large corral connected to barn overhang 
on one side with working pins and loading alley. Barn 
has its own separate Septic and Electric meter. There 
is a galvanized Tin shed with roll back garage door in-
side corral for extra storage behind Barn. There are two 
water wells, one shallow well one deeper well, 10’x20’ 
well pump house, fenced garden area, concrete live-
stock water trough auto  ll with electric for heater, ap-
prox 30+/- acres pasture land, rest of property woods/
brush. Spring Fed Pond, Creek runs through western 
side of property, new cross fence along eastern side of 
creek with gate access. Whitetail deer, turkey hunting, 
trails, deer plots for deer stands on east end of prop-
erty. To view picture of property use link below. 

Must have Bank Letter of Credit from  nancial institu-
tion to register for bidding on or before 3/6/2020. Sumbit 
all Financial Institution paperwork to, Auction Pro & Ap-
praisals LP at auctionprolp@gmail.com. Auction Pro will 
verify with your  nancial institution the amount approved 
up too before sale and before Bidder Number is given. 

All Closing costs will be paid for by the Buyer. Clos-
ing will be at Gainesville Title Company in Gainesville 
Texas. Closing will be completed by North Texas Prop-
erties, Jack Schoppa txlic#0444767.

Property Viewing starts 1/20/2020 until 3/13/202. Con-
tact Auction Pro and Appraisals LP. 24 hours in ad-
vance for Viewing.

6% Buyers Premium in person at auction. 
Online Buyers 9% Buyers Premium on hibid.com.
https://auctionpro.hibid.com/auction/197645/100----
acres-estate-auction--metal-shop-barn/

Live Auction will be located at:

Smoking Republic Steakhouse on 3/14/2020
120 East Main Street 
Lindsay Texas 76250.

All property/items are sold as is there are
no warranties implied or expressed.

Auctions

Remember: The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
runs all found animal clas-
sifi ed word ads for FREE 
in an attempt to help the 
owner in locating their 
lost family pet. Just give 
us a call, 940-665-2320.

Animals 
Found

Estate Sale – Muenster. 
February 28, 29 and 
March 1. Friday and Sat-
urday 10am-6pm. Sun-
day 1-4pm. Watch for 
signs, house full, sewing, 
clocks, crystal, rugs, lin-
ens. Estatesales.net put 
in 76252 for pictures and 
detailed information.

            02/19

HATS OFF TOWING
1922 FM 1201, Gainesville, TX 76240 • 940.665.8680

TDLR VSF LIC.# 0655499VSF

SECOND NOTICE TO THE OWNER
The following is a list of abandoned vehicles available 
for public sale through Hats Off Towing. The owner 
and/or lien holder failed to claim the vehicle before the 
date of the sale which is (1) a waiver of all rights, title 
and interest in the vehicle and (2) a consent to sell the 
vehicle at public sale in compliance with Sec 2303.145 
of Code 16 Texas Admin Code, Chapter 85. Amount 
owed is towing plus applicable storage fees and taxes.

1) Year 1941, Make Dodge, Model 1/2 Ton Pick Up,
VIN# 81521485

           01/29

ESTATE SALE
407 Embry Lane,
Saint Jo 76265,

February 20-21 9-5, 
February 22 9-4,

See
durhamestatesales.net 

for pictures and
information.

The Cooke County Commissioners Court is currently taking applications 
for Justice of the Peace Precinct 1.  The Justice of the Peace is the pre-
siding offi cer of the Justice Court. The Justice of the Peace has jurisdic-
tion over fi ne only misdemeanor offenses, and in civil matters where the 
amount in controversy does not exceed $10,000. A Justice of the Peace 
also performs various magistrate duties. The Justice of the Peace may 
preside over hearings pertaining to suspension of driver licenses and issu-
ance of occupation driver licenses. The Justice of the Peace conducts var-
ious other legal proceedings and inquests proceedings. The Justice of the 
Peace may conduct marriage ceremonies and serves as ex offi cio notary 
public for the precinct. The Justice of the Peace has administrative and 
fi nancial duties concerning the keeping of records and fee and expense 
reports. Texas Election Code 141.001 requires that a Justice of the Peace:  
Be a United States Citizen; Be at least 18 years old; Have not been de-
termined mentally incompetent by a fi nal judgement of court; Have not 
been fi nally convicted of a felony from which no pardon or release from 
the resulting disabilities has occurred; and Have resided continuously for 
12 months in Texas and in Cooke County JP1 precinct for six months.  
Applications will be accepted until Friday, February 28th, at 5:00 pm, 
and are available online at www.co.cooke.tx.us, or can be picked up at the 
Human Resources Offi ce located on the 3rd fl oor of the Cooke County 
Courthouse at 101 S. Dixon, Gainesville, TX 76240.

Accepting Applications. 
Must have a drivers li-
cense, mowing, weed 
eating and some land-
scape installation expe-
rience.  Please call 940-
665-1545.
                                                                                                                                           02/19



The Weekly News
February 19, 2020

www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com
Fax: 940.665.2162 11

Classifi edsClassifi ed deadline is 5 p.m. Friday. Payment is required at the time the 
order is placed. Cash, check or MasterCard/Visa/Discover is accepted.

Call 940.665.2320 or e-mail Sales.Team@TheWeeklyNewsCC.com. Classifi eds

The Weekly News of Cooke County offers classifi ed ads 
for $7.50 per week! Just give us a call, 940.665.2320.

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent

Real Estate

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 665-3347
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Continued...

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

LOFT FOR RENT
Updated large downtown loft apart-
ment.  1 bed 1 ba  2,400 sf on the 
square. Very spacious with lots of 
storage.  Washer, dryer, frig, dish-
washer, microwave included.  No 
pets. $1,200 a month.  Contact Merit 
Advisors 940.665.6452

LOFT FOR RENT
Updated large downtown loft apart-
ment.  2 bed 2.5 ba  2,400 sf on the 
square. Very spacious with lots of 
storage.  Frig, dishwasher, microwave 
included.  No pets. $1,200 a month.  
Contact Merit Advisors 940.665.6452

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • 940.612.1898

We now crack, buy
and sell pecans

in addition to our everyday, quality 
pool service and supplies.

We Crack Pecans!

940-668-0678

• Siding
• Roo  ng
• Flooring

• New Windows 
• New Doors
• Room Add-ons

Call For Free Estimates!

Cooke County Quality
Home Improvements

- Insured -

• Bathrooms
• Remodeling
• Much More!

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

LAKE KIOWA
Home For Lease
Beautiful Log Cabin 
4 bedroom, 3 bath, 

fi replace, 2 car garage, 
$1895/month,

$1800/Deposit, includes 
POA dues.

940-736-1966

OFFICE FOR 
LEASE AT LAKE 

KIOWA, $500/
MONTH WATER, 
SEWER, TRASH, 

INTERNET
INCLUDED. 

940-736-1966

3500 sq. ft. + - of of  ce space close to down-
town Gainesville, directly off California. This 
space includes private entrance with lobby 
with ADA public restrooms, separate recep-
tion area, 11 private of  ces, IT area, kitchen/
breakroom, conference room and ADA private 
restroom.  For information and appointment 
contact Jerry Henderson at 940-665-1747.

Professional Of  ce Space

Brenda McCoy, Property Manager for GHA 
has 3 different locations with available rent-
als. The Turner Apartments are 1-bedroom 
apartments for 55 and over, Pecan Creek 
Village are 1- and 2-bedroom apartments 
for 62 and over, and then Washington Court/ 
Walnut Lane are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 
3-bedroom homes for rent. There is rental 
assistance if needed. Stop by 715 E. Cali-
fornia to pickup application or go online at 
www.gainesvilletxhousingauthority.
com, for more information please 
call 940.665.1747 

FOR RENT: 

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT
200 2nd Street

1513 E California 
Aspen Apts – 

Sanger

Space For 
Rent

FOR RENT
40x60 Metal 

Building 
Close to I-35 and 
Hwy 82. Zoned 

Commercial.
940.736.4010

Apartments For Rent
2 bedroom, 2 bath, Duplex. Near NCTC, Dishwasher, 
Washer and Dryer connections, Attached garage,  Fenced 
in Back yard and patio.  No Smoking.  900/month  in-
cludes water.  1100 Square feet (940)641-0070
                                                                                                                                                        02/19

Acreage for Sale
One acre for sale in Callisburg ISD. Call 940-736-5040.
                                                                                                                                                        02/19

For Lease



(Continued from Page 1)

I come from. My grand-
mother same way. My great 
grandmother same way. Th e 
only diff erence is my mother 
made it her mission for me 
not to fall into the pattern of 
everyone before me… I had 
a very easy route through 
high school and middle 
school. I was the star child 
as should I be because my 
mother put all her energy 
into me. So you should im-
age my surprise when I got 
to my fi rst semester in col-
lege and everything came 
tumbling down.”
 She experienced a devas-
tating job loss, a car crash, 
severe depression and an un-
expected pregnancy but said 
she had an awakening when 
her son was born.
 “My son was a testament 
to me that this is not about 
me and never was about 
me,” she said. “I was put 
here on this planet as an ex-
ample to other people and to 
make a diff erence in some-
one’s life besides my own. 
My son made me wake up 
and he made me realize the 
resources that I had around 
me in TRIO and my family 
and my friends. I had the re-
sources in front of me. I just 
could not take advantage at 
the time. I picked myself 
back up… and I started to 
tell myself ‘You are worthy. 
You’ve gone this far. You’ve 
had this dream the whole 
time. Why would you try to 
drop it all now?’”
 She went to tutoring ses-
sions. She talked with her 
advisors. She said she’s “for-
ever thankful” to her men-
tors and advisors.
 “Th ere is no progress 
without some regression,” 
she said. “And I’m just 
thankful where I am today.”
 NCTC Chancellor Dr. 
Brent Wallace said the fo-
rum was to be “an open and 
honest dialogue.” He said he 
thinks there’s a cultural di-

vide and all citizens should 
be open to change. 
 Panel participants in-
cluded Denton County 
Commissioner Bobbie J. 
Mitchell, Primrose Schools 
franchise owner Sheldon 
Connell, and panelists Har-
ry Eaddy, Dr. Cherly Gary-
Furdge, Melvin Harris, Joy 
Kirven, Dr. Des Stewart su-
perintendent of Gainesville 
Independent School District 
and minister Welton Stoker.
 Wallace said there were 
more than 350 questions 
submitted by students and 
faculty on various NCTC 
campuses for the panelists.
 Issues facing the panel in-
cluded in some cases strug-
gles with racial identity.
 Kirven who said she iden-
tifi ed as a Native American 
was adopted by Caucasian 
parents but found out later 
she is also of African de-
scent.
 Mixed race children 
struggle, according to Gary-
Furdge.
 “Th is all started historical-
ly with the one drop rule,” 
she said. “And historically 
they said, you have one drop 
of black blood in you, you 
were considered black. You 
couldn’t call yourself noth-
ing else… Now we know 
[ideology] is gone, is sup-
posed to be gone. Let’s say 
that. And so now, the bira-
cial children I interview they 
are struggling trying to fi nd 
out who am I in this society? 
Some of them identify them-
selves based on where they 
were raised. Some of them 
identify themselves based on 
which side of the family ac-
cepted them. Because there 
were some who, the black 
family didn’t accept them or 
the white family didn’t ac-
cept them. So again, when 
we’re talking about racism, 
it’s not just one race. It’s 
across all races. It’s not just 
black people who experience 
racism. White people expe-
rience racism too. Hispanic 

people experience racism. 
All of us experience racism.”
 She also said she believes 
offi  cial applications includ-
ing those for driver licenses 
and other permits should 
include mixed race as an op-
tion to identify racial iden-
tity.
 “For me, I identifi ed as a 
black male but as an African 
American as well,” Stewart, 
who grew up in Central 
Texas said. “for me, growing 
up, that was a challenge. I 
was challenged a lot early on 
because I was always one or 
two black or African Ameri-
can students in my class… “
 He said conversations 
with his parents and church 
elders helped build his con-
fi dence to be “happy and 
proud” of who he was. 
 “Back when I came up in 
Central Texas and even to 
this day, there’s still a great 
racial divide,” he said. “It’s 
just not right for kids. And 
so, I grew up and that’s re-
ally what motivated me to 
become an educator. I didn’t 
want kids that I served to go 
through the same types of 
experiences. I want people 
to judge you for the content 
of your character and what 
you bring to the table.”
 Wallace also asked the 
panelists what role the Af-
rican American church has 
played in the lives of its 
members.
 “I emphasize that these are 
personal thoughts,” Stoker 
said. “Slavery had a grip on 
this nation that it still has, 

and there’s several things 
that it did to us. First of all, 
it destroyed the family unit, 
and that’s where everything 
has to start. Th at’s where 
you teach your children… 
When you can sell a man, 
you create this culture that’s 
just anti-family and then 
you get upset because these 
men don’t seem to have a 
sense of fi delity… I mention 
these things because for a 
long time the church didn’t 
seem to address it… Racism 
starts in the heart and if we 
don’t, in all churches, teach 
our people, particularly our 
children that… all men are 
created equal… You have 
got to teach these children 
that whatever color they are, 
God sees them the same. 
And if want to claim to be 
a God-like person, then you 
have to do that.”

 Panel member Melvin 
Harris who is originally 
from Pilot Point addressed 
racism in rural areas.
 “Growing up in this area, 
people’s images of people of 
color in this rural area is two 
things. What they see on the 
news and what they see in 
their community.”
 He talked of being in-
volved in a traffi  c stop with 
a group of friends when he 
was younger and being sin-
gled out to sit on the curb 
while offi  cers asked his Cau-
casian friends if they were in 
danger. It was a painful ex-
perience for him, he said.
 Th e fi nal question was 
why is black history so im-
portant, not just for black 
culture but for everyone.
 “Because what we have 
to do is hold people ac-
countable,” Stoker said. “…

Knowing something about 
where you come from like 
our roots. Roots matter, 
knowing that I have a foun-
dation. A lot of these people 
do these genealogy things 
and some of them, I’ve seen 
fi nd that they have all kinds 
of ethnic backgrounds in 
their history which I hope 
would cause them to have 
a better appreciation for all 
these other ethnic groups. 
Maybe you won’t be so hard 
on Native Americans if you 
realize half your people were 
[Native American] and that 
kind of thing…. Th e thing 
you want to do is to appre-
ciate everybody’s culture… 
If somebody listens to you, 
appreciate it. And let them 
know you appreciate it. Be-
cause we all need to appreci-
ate one another for wherever 
we come from.”
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216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.232012

940-668-8814
Free Inspections
Insured • Residential
Locally Owned & Operated
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Transparency Safety

ASK A CASA VOLUNTEER...

As a former CASA employee, I support the re-election of District Judge 

Janelle Haverkamp.  As a CASA supervisor, I attended CPS court hearings in 

Judge Haverkamp’s court.  She conducted proceedings in a professional and 

compassionate manner, always having the best interest of the children as her 

priority.  Judge Haverkamp is tireless and hardworking.  The citizens of Cooke 

County are fortunate to have a judge the caliber of Janelle Haverkamp.

Committed to the Community
JUDGE HAVERKAMP HAS SHOWN A GENUINE COMMITMENT TO 

THIS COMMUNITY AND TO THE YOUTH OF THIS COMMUNITY

JUDGE HAVERKAMP Her Opponent
WHO HAS BEEN IN THE COUNTY 10 YEARSServed on the Founding Board of CASA of Cooke County

Served on the Board of Cooke County Friends of the Family / Victim Services
 Served on the Board of the Boys & Girls Club  of Cooke County
Former Volunteer and Coach at the Boys and Girls Club of Cooke County
Former Cooke County Special Olympics Coach
Frequent Lecturer, Volunteer, and Mentor at Area Schools, Colleges, Church, 
Community Organizations, and the Texas Youth Commission
Sponsor of Safety Day Camp for Youth, “Character Counts” Citizenship Camp 
for Youth, and Drug and Alcohol Education Programs for Area Youth
Supporter Cooke County Youth Fair and Cooke County 4-H
Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce, Former Gold Coat Ambassador
Cooke County United Way Board of Directors, Former First Vice President
League of Women Voters of Gainesville, Former Membership Vice President
Cooke County Republican Women, Member 1996 to Present
Member of Saint Peter’s Catholic Church

HAVERKAMP
DISTRICT JUDGE

The Name You Know, The Name You Trust

KEEP

Nobody cares how much you know until 
they know how much you care.  Theodore Roosevelt

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Janelle M. Haverkamp Campaign.

?

NCTC Black History Forum Focuses on

Racial Issues and Finding Common Ground


